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		About the Hub
The Supergen Energy Storage Network+ (SESN+) is a progressive platform that fosters the energy storage community's skills, distributing it across academia, industry, and policy, amidst crucial funding and research strategy decisions.

The SESN+ initiative, grounded on the principles of openness and inclusivity, aims to bolster equality of opportunity and foster a prosperous, safe, and inclusive environment for a varied demographic, from seasoned Academics to Early Career Researchers (ECRs), and from Business Leaders to Industrial Trainees. With this objective, a network has been established to provide amplified opportunities for ECRs, aiding their transformation into future sector leaders. Our ECR committee, with 8 members, represents a wide array of early career researcher roles. The committee's task is to support the ECR community through networking, webinars, funding, and community development.
 
The SESN+ works towards improving the balance of protective characteristics across the hub and therefore no eligible funding applicant will receive less favourable treatment on the grounds of: race and ethnicity, gender re-assignment, disability, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion or belief, pregnancy or maternity status, marital status or socio-economic background.  All proposals will be anonymised prior to review by the Call Panel, and will be assessed on equal terms, regardless of the gender, age and/or ethnicity of the applicant. 
 
Proposals will therefore be assessed and graded on their merits, in accordance with the criteria and the aims and objectives set for the call. 

 






			Aims and objectives
 
We are delighted to announce the first round of our ECR Outreach Fund. The ECR Outreach Fund team wishes to award a total of £1500 of grant for projects up to £500 each. The Outreach Fund aims to support ECRs to develop new outreach and public engagement projects within the remit of the hub or advance ECR career development. The objectives are to support proposals that are:
· Demonstrate a strategic alignment with the ECR’s development within the Energy Storage Networks field;
· Raise public awareness of equality, diversity and inclusion of engineering among people of all ages and backgrounds;
· Lead STEM activities;
· Engage groups currently underrepresented in engineering;
· Inspire creative public engagement with ECRs.









		Eligibility
We take a broad view of what counts as an ECR, spanning from PhD students, post-doctoral researchers, through to academics at the start of their careers. Broadly, if you consider yourself an ECR then so do we.
The applicant must be based at a UK Higher Education Institution eligible to hold Research Council awards. Postgraduate students can apply directly as a PI, but will need to include their supervisor as a partner on the proposal.
We welcome applications on any relevant topics within the remit of the hub and the ECR committee, from all subject areas that meet the aims and objectives above.






			Funding Available
Typically, awards will be up to a maximum of £500 available per grant. 
Awarded funds must be spent within 3 months of the award offered.
 
Application Process
To apply for the ECR Outreach Fund, please submit the following to Dr Tongtong Zhang (t.zhang.7@bham.ac.uk):
· application form (please find below), noting the word limits 
· a 2-page CV to demonstrate ECR eligibility 
The deadline for applications for this first round has been extended to 31st March 2024 at 12 noon. If there are any questions regarding this ECR Outreach Fund, please contact Dr Tongtong Zhang (t.zhang.7@bham.ac.uk).
These will be blind assessed against the funding objectives and assessment criteria detailed below by a panel comprising SESN+ researchers and ECR committee members. Successful applicants will aim to be informed in Early April.
The portfolio of projects funded by the call will also be evaluated to ensure they cover the full breadth of the Hub’s remit.

 









		Eligible Costs
Costs that are eligible to be submitted as part of this call include:
· Staff costs - researcher and technician time, excluding the PI time.
· Consumables – material, components, apparatus, lab-use, data.
· Travel costs - travel, accommodation, subsistence.
· Career development - courses, networking events.
Indirect costs at the institutions will not be eligible.

Monitoring
After the project, awardees will be expected to deliver a two-page report on the outcomes from the project, a one-minute video showing how the funding supported their work and career development, and an impact blog post for the Hub website.
 
Assessment Criteria
· Is there a clear rationale behind the project?
· Which underrepresented group would you like to engage and why?
· Does the proposed work fit with the aims of the SESN+ and the ECR Committee objectives?
· What is the overall quality of the proposed research?
· Is the planned activity and expenditure realistic and achievable within the planned period?
· What will this project produce that will add value to the wider research community in the hub?
· How will the proposed work support the ECR’s career development?
· How the project will be evaluated and disseminated?






			Application Form

Energy Storage Network+ ECR Committee
Outreach Fund – First Call (2023)
             

	PART A: Participants' details, Costs and Statement

	Proposed Project Title: 
 

	Proposed Dates of Activity: Start date, End date, Duration

	Applicant’s Details

	Principal Investigator (PI) Name and position:  
 

	[bookmark: Text8]Institution/Organisation: 

	Partner Details (If applicable)

	Partner:  
 

	Institution/Organisation:

	Justification of Resources 

	Item
	Breakdown of costs 
	Total applied for: 

	Staff Time
(Note: Indirect costs are not eligible)
	Please itemise
 

	Consumables
	Please itemise

	Travel, Accommodation and Subsistence
	Please itemise

	Other eligible costs
	Please itemise

	Partner and/or other contributions
	Please itemise

	I confirm that:
 
·       The information given in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge;
·       I have sought the approval of the relevant authority within my organisation, who supports this activity taking place;
 
 
 
 
By submitting this application you agree to the terms listed above.

	PART B: Case for Support
Use template: do not exceed 1 side, keep to margin, font type & font size (Calibri light, 11 pt.)
Grey text: indicates the relevant call criteria for each section and can be deleted.

	1. Project summary, partnership background and strategic relevance

	Is there a clear rationale behind the proposed project?
Which underrepresented group would you like to engage and why?
Does the proposed work fit with the aims of the SESN+ and the ECR Committee objectives?
 

	2. Description of your proposed activity 

	What is the overall quality of the proposed outreach project?
 

	3. Milestones and Deliverables

	What are the project metrics? For examples:
· Number of activities, events and resources you aim to deliver.
· Target number of engineers/academics in the project.
· Target audience number and type of public audience you aim to target.
Is the planned activity and expenditure realistic and achievable within the planned period?
What will this project produce that will add value to the wider research community in the hub?
 

	4. Added value, sustainability and future steps

	What will this project produce that will add value to the wider research community in the hub?
How will the proposed work support the ECR’s career development?
How the project will be evaluated and disseminated?
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